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Those Who Like to Go to War Will Perish;
Those Who Forget War Will Be in Danger

Those who are warmongering will inevita-
bly be destroyed, and those who forget war
will inevitably land in danger. That is, coun-
tries that like to make war are certain to bring
destruction upon  themselves, and countries
which are not prepared for war will find them-
selves in dangerous situations. Haozhan refers to
those who are keen to stir up conflicts and
wars externally for their own interests and in
disregard of moral principles; wangzhan is to
forget that war may befall oneself and thus fail
to be appropriately prepared for it. This phrase
both illustrates the dialectical relationship be-
tween war and the rise and fall of countries
and demonstrates the "civil" nature of the Chi-

nese people who love peace.
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Therefore though a country be powerful,
if it is fond of war it will surely perish;
though the land be at peace, those who forget
war will inevitably be in danger. Hence even
when there is peace throughout the land and
the people lead settled lives, hunting is conduct-
ed in the spring and fall as military exercises.
The vassal states train their troops and hold mil-

itary drills in the spring and fall so that they
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do not forget war. (The General Commander’s

Treatise on War)
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