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ery Individual

The view that ordinary people also share respon-
sibility for the fate of the country,
the famous late Ming and early Qing Dynasty think-
er Gu Yanwu. He stated that the ruler and his offi-
cials were in charge of the state apparatus, but guard-
ing all under heaven was the responsibility of every

individual, no matter how lowly they may be. In

pre— modern China,

the whole territory of China ruled either directly or BERE X
nominally by the Son of Heaven. The "state"

tioned by Gu Yanwu, however, meant something en-

tirely different: the "state"

house, while "all under heaven"

of the Chinese nation and Chinese civilization.
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Survival of a Nation Is the Responsibility of Ev-

originated with

"all under heaven"

only refers to one imperial

refers to the whole
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referred to

men-
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