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The Twenty—four Solar Terms

Ancient Chinese people summa-
rized a supplementary calendar that di-
vides a year into 24 segments accord-
ing to the sun’s movement on the
ecliptic and seasonal changes in weath-
er and other natural phenomena, with

the 24 solar terms proportionally dis-

tributed through the 12 months. A so-
lar term that starts in the early part of
a month is called jie, and one that
starts in the middle part of a month
is called qi. The solar terms are so
named that they represent the changes
in season, phenology and climate. First
established in the Qin and Han dynas-
ties, the 24 solar periods have not on-
ly facilitated  agricultural  production
but also reflected Chinese people’s per-
ception of time in the past more than
two thousand years.
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Drizzles refresh all forms of green-
ery, / and thunder startles hibernators
awake. / Farmers hardly have time to
relax, / and tilling the soil starts now.
Farmers

(Wei  Yingwu:  Watching

Working in Fields in Spring)
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