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Officials have a sense of awe to-

wards me not because of my being

strict with them, but because of my up-
right conduct. People accept my authori-
ty not because of my ability, but be-
cause of my fairness. If I am fair, people
will not dare to disobey my order; if I
am morally upright, officials will not
dare to deceive me. Only by being fair
can one distinguish between right and
wrong; only with moral integrity can
one establish authority. (Nian Fu: Mot-

toes for Officials, from a stone carving)
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